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toclnded the kingdoms of Southern India also* (ii) We have stated
in Chapter one, that Kaliyuga was advancing day by day and
God Time was exerting His baneful influence* Hence the tendency
of the people was towards division and separation and not towards
union13* Nature was gradually becoming less merciful, and famines
were increasing in number; forests were destroyed; whole areas of
land were becoming plain and barren; swarms of people were
wandering here and there in search of the means of livelihood^
and were establishing new kingdoms on these new lands* Thus the
number of kingdoms might have increased, and the distinction
between Arya (civilised) portion and AnSrya (uncivilized) portion
was lost for ever.

Out of these sixteen kingdoms, three were in every way superior

to the  remaining thirteen.  They   were  (i) Karaboja-RaJtra  (ii)

Sindh-Sauvira and (iii) Magadha Rasjra.  The
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winch was more powerful than the first two, from

both the political and religious points of view* The people of
Magadha were more cultured and civilized than the people of the
other two countries, because they had come into close contact
with great religious prophets and preachers*

First, we shall briefly describe all the sixteen kingdoms.
Then we shall show how they were brought under the sovereign
authority of one vast empire, and how the federal system pf
Government was replaced by the unitary system of Government14*
1 shall here attempt to give, side by side, the names of all the
eighty kingdoms15 to give an idea to the reader how one ancient
kingdom broke into so many smaller kingdoms, and also what
were given to the kingdoms of the 5th century A. D- In
the 5th century B. C*

(IS) See t a.

(15) All                        are taken from  Rev* S. Beafs   -f Records  of the

Western World ",